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Finals week fun

Arrests
made in
robbery
LAUREN P. DUNCAN
Daily Egyptian

LAURA ROBERTS | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Duke Daimes, a sophomore from Voorhees, N.J., studying business administration, and Nicholas Smith, a sophomore from Chicago
studying information systems technology, play basketball Wednesday in the Vine Church gymnasium. The church hosted study
nights that featured food, free printing and study break games. Smith said the cram nights were useful because it gave him a chance
to get notes from classmates and get rid of this week’s stress.

Three students were arrested in
connection with an armed robbery
on campus, according to information
from the university.
Two men with handguns wearing
ski masks pushed a male and female
victim into the female’s 17th-floor
room in Neely Hall at about 4:30
p.m. Wednesday, according to an
email from SIU Department of Public
Safety. The two men proceeded to take
cash and a cell phone before they fled
to the stairwell.
Martin E. Tabb, 18, of Chicago;
David L. Townsel, 18, of South
Holland; and Darius M. Bell, 19, of
Chicago, all freshmen special admission
pre-majors, were arrested Thursday
and charged with aggravated robbery,
home invasion and residential burglary,
according to information from Rod
Sievers, university spokesman.
A press release from the Jackson
County state’s attorney said Bell and
Tabb were arrested Wednesday, but the
release did not mention any charges
against Townsel.
Please see ROBBERY | 3

Financial outcome uncertain for state, university
KARSTEN BURGSTAHLER
Daily Egyptian
State universities could face
$9 million to $12 million in
extra expenses because of federal
spending and new laws, SIU
President Glenn Poshard said.
These sums could be reached
if the government reaches the
metaphorical fiscal cliff, he said
at Thursday’s Board of Trustees
meeting.
Poshard said the American
Association of State Colleges
will release its annual list of state

universities’ greatest problems this
January, and state funding is a
strong concern. He said 36 states
faced reduced funding this year,
and 15 states had double-digit
reductions.
“The greatest pressure point (on
higher education) will come from
Medicaid spending,” he said.
Most states estimate Medicaid
spending will increase by 20
percent, Poshard said, and some
have estimated Medicaid increases
up to 29 percent for the upcoming
fiscal year.
“In 2002, we were receiving

$248 million appropriation form
the state of Illinois,” he said. “This
year, we’re receiving $203 million.”
Poshard said upcoming pension
reform policies could give the
university spending burdens.
“The
universities
will
undoubtedly assume some of the
(pension) responsibilities that the
state currently has,” Poshard said.
“We’ve got sequestration at the
federal level. No one knows what’s
going to happen with that.”
State
universities
proposed
potential scenarios to fix monetary
issues, and Poshard said the best

outcome would be flat funding,
while the worst-case scenario
would be a 10-percent budget cut.
“We don’t know where it’s going
to fall,” he said. “There’s now a
consensus that it may take years
for state funding levels for higher
education to reach prerecession
levels.”
The state wants the university
to boost student success without
affecting equality, but the university
has to supplement a state funding
cut by university cost increases, he
said.
Security costs could also raise

because of the state Appellate
Court’s decision to require a
concealed carry law, Poshard said.
BOT Chair John Simmons said
the state must be more efficient.
“We treat education exactly like
we did in 1900,” he said. “You still
go to university. You still go to
class. There have been monstrous
changes in technology and every
other aspect of life.”
Simmons said he would like to
sit down with other trustees and
discuss how to update policies.
Please see BOT | 3

Debate team undefeated, looks to take on world
AUSTIN FLYNN
Daily Egyptian
At the beginning of the semester,
the debate team was confident it could
uphold a successful year.
At the end of it, records were broken
and two team members will travel to
Germany to compete in the world’s
largest debate tournament.
After five tournament wins last year,
the university’s debate team participated
in and won three different competitions
this semester and looks to make its
mark Dec. 27 in Berlin, Germany at the

Joshua Rivera

Ben Campbell

World
Universities
Debating
Championship. Joshua Rivera, a
sophomore from Chicago studying
political science, and Ben Campbell, a

junior from Springfield, Mo., studying
political science, will face 400 teams
worldwide such as the London School
of Economics, Harvard, Yale, Princeton

and many more at the championship.
Campbell said the tournament will
feature the British Parliamentary debate
style, a form the team knows but does
not practice consistently.
While confident, Campbell said the
pressure to perform at such a prestigious
event has him on the edge of his seat.
“I’ll be honest,” he said. “I am a
little bit more nervous than I have
been for other tournaments, because
I’ve never done this format before,
and I’ve never been to the World
Championships. I’ve only debated
individuals from the United States, so

it’s a different cup of tea as they say.”
Campbell
said
despite
his
nervousness, it will be a great
opportunity to see how people from
other countries view world issues in a
debate. This will give him the chance
to represent something more than the
school, he said.
“I’ve been privileged to have this
opportunity, not necessarily just to
represent SIU as I do every weekend
but now to be representing the United
States, which is really exciting,” he said.
Please see DEBATE | 4
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Carbondale Police
—Police responded to the 200
block of West Chestnut Street Monday
in reference to a report of auto
burglary. Officers learned an unknown
suspect entered a vehicle and stole
property sometime between 7:00 p.m.
and 8:10 p.m. Saturday. Investigation
is continuing.
—Police responded Sunday to
the 2300 block of S. Illinois Avenue
in reference to a report of an auto
burglary. Officers learned an unknown
suspect entered a vehicle and stole
property sometime between 6:00 p.m.
on Saturday and 9:00 a.m. Sunday.
Investigation is continuing.

DPS Crime Log
—Criminal defacement of state
supported property was reported at
Quigley Hall Tuesday. No suspects
have been identified.
—Philip C. Barrett, a 19-yearold SIU student from Phoenix, was
arrested at Grinnell Hall Sunday
for retail theft. He was issued a
Carbondale City notice to appear
and released.
—James E. Johnson, a 19-yearold SIU student from Springfield, was
arrested at University Hall Monday
for a failure to appear warrant out of
Jackson County on an original charge
of possession of cannabis. Johnson

was transported to the Jackson
County Jail.
—Juanita Gary, a 19-year-old SIU
student from Bellwood, was arrested
at E. Grand at S. State Street Monday
for a failure to appear warrant out of
Jackson County on an original charge
of retail theft. Gary was transported to
the Jackson County Jail.
—Renata L. Ahrendt, 59, from
Carbondale, was arrested at Faner
Hall Monday for obstructing justice.
Ahrendt was issued a Carbondale City
notice to appear and released.
—Arson occurred at Mae Smith
Hall Saturday. No suspects have been
identified at this time and there have
been no reported injuries.
—Abel Aguilar Jr., an 18-year-old
SIU student from Elk Grove Village, was
arrested at Schneider Hall Friday for
criminal damage to state supported
property. Aguilar was issued a
Carbondale City notice to appear and
released.
—Two 18-year-old SIU students
were referred to the State’s Attorney’s
Office at Mae Smith Friday for domestic
battery against each other. Neither
student required medical treatment.
—Nathaniel J. Parker, a 19-year-old
SIU student from Blue Island, Ashley M.
Wells, a 19-year-old SIU student from
Calumet Park and an unidentified non
-SIU student were arrested at Neely
Hall Saturday for domestic battery
against each other. Neither student
required medical treatment.

SOURCE: CARBONDALE CITY POLICE, SIUC
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
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Illinois concealed
carry ban struck down
TAI COX
Daily Egyptian
Illinois residents will soon have the right
to bear arms because of a federal appellate
court decision that denied the Illinois
concealed carry ban Tuesday.
The 7th U.S. Court of Appeals gave
Illinois 180 days to construct a concealed
carry law. Illinois law states that anyone
who does not possess a valid Firearm
Owner’s Identification Card is not allowed
to carry a firearm, and the court ruled it to
be unconstitutional.
Firearms are prohibited from all Illinois
college campuses, as present law exempts
colleges and universities from the conceal
carry requirements.
SIU President Glenn Poshard said there
has been no discussion about whether
college campuses will have concealed carry
law exemptions.
“We may end up with no restrictions on
conceal carry on our campus, and if that
happens then there are a lot of problematic
things we could face, including the cost of

more security for the campus,” he said.
Todd Sigler, director of the Department of
Public Safety, said the university’s students
and campus safety are his primary concerns.
“While it’s our responsibility to make
firearms accessible for the owners, we still
want to make sure they know they must be
stored with us for the safety of the entire
campus,” he said.
Fewer than 100 students use the DPS’
firearms storage service, he said, but other
Illinois colleges have had to increase their
storage space because so many students have
registered firearms.
Daniel Kavish, a doctoral student in
criminology and criminal justice, said he
thinks the ruling was inevitable.
“Illinois is the only state that wasn’t
abiding by the Constitution as far as the
conceal carry law is concerned,” Kavish
said. “It’s only fair that people are allowed
to protect themselves outside their homes.”
Tai Cox can be reached at
tcox@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext 268.

Students critique USG
performance this semester
TAI COX
Daily Egyptian

TIFFANY BLANCHETTE | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Perry Boutte, a senior from Chicago studying criminal justice and sociology, tries
on his graduation gown Wednesday at the University Bookstore. Boutte said he is
happy to have finally reached the Dec. 15 ceremony. “I’m ready to leave school and
Carbondale,” Boutte said. “I’m excited to graduate and move on to a new skill.”

BOT
CONTINUED FROM

1

“Don’t worry about any insularly issues
for the time being,” he said. “Just, ‘What
kind of institution do I want to have?’ Get
that question answered, and then go back
and look at what you’ve got and figure out
how you transition from what you’ve got to
what you want.”
Other
trustee
reports
included
enrollment updates and university
achievements.
Chancellor Rita Cheng said application
submissions are 12 percent higher than
they were during the same week of last year.
However, transfer student applications
are fairly flat, which is an issue Cheng
said demonstrates a relatively unchanging
southern Illinois community college
enrollment.

ROBBERY
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A phone call to the state’s attorney on
the arrest of Townsel was not returned.
Todd Sigler, director of DPS, said Townsel
was arrested Thursday morning.
Sievers said all three students resided at
Neely Hall.
Chancellor Rita Cheng addressed the
incident at the SIU Board of Trustees
meeting Thursday.
“This was not ... anything for students
who were not involved to be concerned

“Our far more aggressive marketing
efforts, particularly in the Chicago area,
are showing results,” she said.
The university also received Insight into
Diversity magazine’s inaugural excellence
award. Other recipients include Georgia
State, Michigan State, the Air Force
Academy, and the University of Texas at
Austin, she said.
“We are known all over the world for the
diversity that we have,” Cheng said. “In
submitting the application it was pretty easy
to list the programs we have and the success
of our graduates. I would have been very
disappointed if we hadn’t been in the group,
because that’s what we’re known for.”
Karsten Burgstahler can be reached at
kburgstahler@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 254.

about,” she said. “This was isolated to a
handful of students.”
The release states Bell’s and Tabb’s bail
was set at $500,000 each. A prelimary
hearing will be held Jan. 4 at the Illinois
Circuit Court in Jackson County.
A Jackson County Jail representative said
bail had not been set for Townsel, and he
was in custody as of 4 p.m. Thursday on
the same charges as Bell and Tabb.
Lauren Duncan can be reached at
duncan@dailyegyptian.com
or at 536-3311 ext. 255.

Although one of the the Undergraduate
Student Government’s goals is to serve as the
voice of the student body, not all students
agree the group is doing its job.
USG is made up of an executive board,
finance committee and 17 senators. There
are 43 senator seats available, and USG
representatives recruit consistently.
Tyler Chance, a senior from West Frankfort
studying political science, is a former senator
who represented the college of liberal arts.
Chance said while he has seen improvements
in how the government is run, he thinks USG
does not do an adequate job of representing
the university’s students.
“I think the executive board does a great job
of getting out there and recruiting students
to join USG,” he said. “However, they aren’t
doing a good job of telling students exactly
who they are and what they do.”
Chance said a possible improvement would
be to move the group’s public comments
section from the end of its bi-weekly meetings
to the beginning so attendees know USG
wants to hear from them.
Adrian Miller, USG senator and sophomore
from Carbondale studying pre-law, said he
thinks the organization has done a great job
this semester.
“I am proud of how we’ve done this semester,”
he said. “I think we’ve grown and become more
responsible with allocation approvals and the
communication between ourselves and the
RSOs we conduct business with.”
Miller said being a senator for three semesters
has been a unique experience because he has
to find a balance between speaking as both a
student and USG member.
“I have a unique role because although
I would like to only speak from a student
standpoint on topics such as fees, I have to look
at the overall picture and make responsible
decisions,” he said.
Miller said he hopes the government will
continue to grow and be fiscally responsible
with allocations to RSOs, which he said is
the reason he joined the finance committee
this semester.
Chance said USG should work on keeping

its website updated and reaching out to more
students via social media. He said he has
noticed content such as contact information
and meeting minutes is not regularly updated
on the group’s website.
As of Thursday, the minutes of four out
of USG’s eight meetings this semester were
placed online, and only two of the 17 senators
are listed in the website’s “Meet USG” section.
“Social media and the Internet are the way
students communicate probably the most
right now,” Chance said. “Not trying their
best to communicate with the student body
as much as possible ... and not updating their
website is definitely something they need
improvement on.”
Miller said USG plans for the senators to
perform more community service and student
outreach in the spring to make students more
aware of the group’s presence.
At the Dec. 4 USG meeting, Chance told
the senators their fund allocation process was a
democracy because senators chose what groups
they distribute money toward. Throughout the
fall 2012 semester, USG allocated $91,940.09
to 18 RSO’s. As of the group’s last meeting,
it had $11,113 left to allocate for the spring
semester, which Miller said he is proud of.
“This is the first time in more than 10 years
that we will have money rolling over into the
spring semester,” Miller said.
He said last year’s finance committee
reported that it was out of money by January.
While USG representatives said they
are proud of the group’s improvements
throughout the year, some students said they
think the organization should have a campuswide vote for USG members to consider
before it decides to support campus decisions.
Allison Brown, a freshman from Kankakee
studying sociology, said her tuition and fees
are funded by scholarships and loans, so she
would like more input on what fees she has
to pay.
“I understand that universities need an
organization that they rely on to be the student
voice,” she said. “However, I think that that
organization should be making a conscious
effort to actually find out how students feel
instead of taking their own opinion and letting
that represent more than 18,000 students.”
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Museum sets sights on spring

ALEXA ROGALS | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Nathan Knight, a senior from Energy studying computer science, takes down old art Thursday at the
University Museum in Faner Hall. The museum is taking down most of its art and redesigning some
exhibits to set up new ones for the spring semester. “We are trying to just get the things off the walls
and reorganize, then we will start putting up the new stuff,” he said.

DEBATE
CONTINUED FROM

1

However, the chance to debate at
the championships is not the team’s
only accomplishment.
Todd Graham, director of debate,
said one senior debater made SIU
debate history and has added a lot
to the team’s undefeated status this
semester.
Mike Selck, a senior from Blue
Springs, Mo., studying rhetoric, said
while he expected the team to perform
well this year, he wasn’t prepared for
its incredible winning streak.
“I’ve never been a part of a
team that has made such a strong,
undefeated opening at the beginning
of the semester,” he said. “I can’t lie. It
has given me really great confidence.”
Graham said Selck is the team’s
most accomplished debater this year,
as he set a university record with 16
competition wins his college career.

Selck said the record was discovered
by accident and seemed too good to
be true.
“We kept checking the facts,” he
said. “It feels really, really great to have
that success recognized.”
Campbell said the team set
another record at the University of
the Pacific Paul Winters tournament,
where it won the entire tournament
by the semifinals. The team took the
tournament when both of its twoman teams won in the semifinals,
which is a feat SIU has never
accomplished before.
Selck said while the team
accomplished quite a bit in the first
semester, he’s not surprised it happened
considering how much practice
everyone banks on a weekly basis.
The team meets at 3 p.m. every
Tuesday and Thursday and sometimes
won’t finish until midnight, he said.
To remain up to date with world
issues, he said, every member also

researches various topics for 15 to 16
hours every week.
Selck said he feels great after such
a fruitful semester, and he looks
forward to the rest of the year once
he returns from Christmas break.
He said the key will be to take
tournaments one step at a time and
ensure adequate preparation for the
March championship.
With this being Selck’s last year, he
said it has to be one the whole team
will remember.
“I really want this year to be
everything,” he said. “I think that
when we get back from Christmas
break, we’re really going to try and
step up all of our research, practice
rounds and arguments that we’re
conducting with nationals in
mind.”
Austin Flynn can be reached at
aflynn@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 257.

Susan Ford
The new graduate school director
said she plans to increase marketing
efforts and communications.
Susan Ford started her duties as
associate dean and graduate school
director Nov. 19. The position had
been vacant since August. Ford was
an anthropology department chair
and professor after she joined the
university’s faculty in 1979.
“I am very excited and pleased

about my position,” she said. “It was
a position I have always thought was
interesting and challenging, but also
allowed you to make a difference.”
Ford said the graduate school
director’s duties encompass the
entire graduate student process,
from answering students’ questions
about graduate education to the their
requests for degree clearance. The
graduate office is often busy, she said.
Ford said she plans to use her
position to make and maintain graduate
program improvements, and one
change is increased marketing efforts.
The university has not marketed it’s
graduate programs well, she said.
“People have told me in the past
that they do not realize how much
SIU has to offer through graduate
school options,” she said.
Ford said she wants the graduate
school office to be the central place
students can go if they have graduate
education issues such as questions about
graduate degree requirements.
She said wants to connect
departmental graduate programs

P

eople have told me in the past that they
do not realize how much SIU has to offer
through graduate school options
— Susan Ford
Associate dean & graduate school director
to the office so the graduate school
administrators can work together.
Ford said her time spent at SIU helped
her get appointed to her new position.
“I believe in the quality of an SIU
education,” she said. “I love SIU,
and have devoted my professional
career here.”
She said her graduate council and
department chair duties have made her
familiar with graduate education issues,
policies and regulations.
Ford said during her position’s
vacancy, Ratna Sinha, the graduate
school associate director, helped
out. Sinha said she has known Ford
for 12 years.
“We have a wonderful staff here
who kept things from falling through
the cracks until the vacancy was

filled,” Sinha said.
When Ford was a department chair
and the graduate school had to contact
her, she was always helpful, Sinha said,
and she was impressed with Ford’s
graduate knowledge.
She said Ford’s goals are to increase
enrollment and recruitment.
“We are doing many new things
under her direction,” she said.
Sinha said the graduate school has
already increased college fair contact and
recruitment opportunities.
Anthony Webster, associate professor
in anthropology, said he has worked
closely with Ford and has known her for
the past seven years.
“She was a good mentor to me
when I was first hired,” Webster said.
“I thought she was good as a chair

and did an excellent job.”
Webster said Ford’s appointment to
director is a positive sign for graduate
students, and her position will bring
leadership to the graduate school.
“She cares about graduate students
and her priority is for them to succeed,”
Webster said. “She is willing to look at
obstacles for graduate students and not
seeing them as immutable.”
John Koropchak, vice chancellor
for research and graduate dean, said
Ford moved to the top in the search
for a new director.
“We hope to rise to an even higher
level of excellence in the future especially
now through Susan’s experience,” he said.
Ford was originally a visiting
instructor in 1979 until she was hired
on as an assistant professor from
1980 to 1986. She was an associate
professor from 1986 to 2012, and
became a professor earlier this year.
She was the anthropology department
chair from 2005 to 2011.
The SIU Board of Trustees
approved Ford’s $126,660 salary at
Thursday’s meeting.
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FOR RELEASE AUGUST 12, 2011

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

Complete the grid so each
row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders)
contain every digit, 1 to
9. For strategies on how
to SOLUTION
solve Sudoku,
visit
TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE
w w w. s u d o ku . o rg. u k .

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

12/14/12

6 Conceal
7 Get __; take
revenge
8 Guard
9 Mourn; grieve
10 French friends
11 “__ and
Circumstance”
12 Dermatologist’s
concern
14 Original
inhabitants
21 Lion’s cry
25 Broadcast
26 Stop
27 Ethnicities
28 Representative
29 Stitched
30 Fills with
wonder
31 Ring-shaped
island
32 Long gun
33 Bread
ingredient
35 Honor with a
party
38 Huge outdoor
celebration

Thursday’s
Thursday’sPuzzle
Puzzle Solved
Solved
Monday’s Puzzle Solved

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Unscramble
these
Jumbles,
Unscramble
these
four four
Jumbles,
Unscramble
these
four
Jumbles,
to each
square,
one one
letterletter
to each
square,
onetoletter
to each
square,
form
ordinary
words.
to form
four four
ordinary
words.
to form four ordinary words.
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39 __ on one’s
hands; failing
to take action
41 Actress Kerr, to
friends
42 Football kick
44 More uncanny
45 Actress Tyson
47 Crowbar

12/14/12

48
49
50
52
53
54
55

Do as told
Created
Pond growth
Three-__ salad
__ with; tease
Cancel; annul
Jutting part of a
roof
59 Rooster’s mate

CANLEG

CANLEG
CANLEG
CANLEG

DARIHO
DARIHO
DARIHO
DARIHO

“IN
“ “
A:A:INA:
A: ININ “
Answer:

Pick up the Daily Egyptian each day
to test your crossword skills
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WORD
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Find us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/jumble

DOWN
Flying mammal
In the center of
France’s Coty
Pour oil over
ceremoniously
5 Soothes
1
2
3
4

3 4

Thursday’s Answers:

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

Find us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/jumble
Find us
on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/jumble
Find
us on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/jumble

ACROSS
1 Saloon
4 Cramps
9 Do __; swim
back and forth
across a pool
13 Word of
agreement
15 Unworldly;
innocent
16 Run __; go wild
17 Turner or Fey
18 __ times; days
of yore
19 Actress Rogers
20 Disadvantage
22 Sports network
23 Charged atoms
24 Actor McKellen
26 Neck scarf
29 Germfree
34 Ready & willing
35 Not as many
36 Connect
37 King toppers
38 Gem
39 Couch
40 Lieberman or
Lugar: abbr.
41 Goes out with
42 Capsules
43 Held in great
honor
45 Piece of veal
46 Recede
47 Fuzzy residue
48 Poet Khayyám
51 Purpose; aim
56 Island east of
Java
57 Late actor
Christopher __
58 Ark builder
60 Margin
61 Portrait holder
62 Donate
63 2011, for one
64 Sweepstakes
ticket
65 Cozy room

2

Now arrange the circled letters

Now
arrange
circled
letters
Now
arrange
the the
circled
letters
to toform
the
answer,
as
Now
arrange
the
circledanswer,
letters as
thesurprise
surprise
tosuggested
formform
the surprise
answer,
as
by
the
above
cartoon.
to suggested
form the surprise
answer,
as
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WRING
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OPAQUE
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PICKY
OPAQUE
UTMOST
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going
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Answer: IfIfhe
would
— PONY
UP
would
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toto
—to
PONY
UP UP
would
—
PONY
would have
have to
—
PONY
UP

Aries — Today is an 8 — Watch
out for mechanical difficulties ...
a tuneup or tire rotation could be
in order. Check the equipment,
put your clever idea into practice,
and then full speed ahead.

Cancer — Today is an 8 —
Match the message to your current
situation. Revise your routine again,
and record it. A new technology
helps you work faster, too. Research,
study and measure the numbers.

Libra — Today is a 9 — Accept
a challenge at work. Don’t apply
new skills yet. List the things
you’ll still need to learn. Renew
a tradition, or use tried-and-true
methods for best success.

Capricorn — Today is a 9 — Your
intuition is strong now. Discuss
possibilities and dreams. Listen
carefully. Test theories. Commit to
the idea you most want realized.
There may be a change in direction.

Taurus — Today is an 8 — Choose
your words carefully. Find hidden
expenses. A friend’s suggestion
helps solve the problem. Your
practice pays off. Avoid distractions.
Make compassion a group goal.

Leo — Today is a 7 — Take
time for a loved one. There’s an
amazing discovery, and a surprise
money source emerges. Someone
points out possible ways to lose it,
too. Grow it instead.

Scorpio — Today is an 8 — A
realization of plans is predicted.
With your sweetheart’s help, a
puzzle gets solved. Listen to an
older, wiser person’s experience.
Spend with care or not at all.

Aquarius — Today is a 7 —
Make your work routine more costefficient, without overspending on
gadgets. Discover another treasure
(read the small print before
signing). You’re looking good.

Gemini — Today is a 6 — Get
your brilliant thoughts onto paper.
Re-evaluate your goals, and run
when the coast is clear. Remember
the rules. Provide excellent service.
You feel a big change coming.

Virgo — Today is a 9 — Establish
your theory; frame the message.
Don’t be afraid to question
authority. Edit as you go. Find an
experienced voice, and let them
tell the story. Provide facts.

Sagittarius — Today is a 7 — Things
are getting stirred up at home.
Conditions are unstable. You
resolve a mystery. Attend a social
event. A surprise gift’s in order.
There’s enough time for everything.

Pisces — Today is an 8 —
Create a peaceful atmosphere.You’re
very persuasive. An older person
partners on new opportunities. Use
innovative methods and creativity.
Streamline your routine.
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Benitez leads swim team quietly
ALEX ROSTOWSKY
Daily Egyptian
Pamela Benitez lets her swimming do the
talking.
As a quiet leader, the junior freestyler has
anchored the women’s swimming team since
her first semester as a Saluki in the spring
of 2012.
Before she stepped foot on SIU’s campus,
Benitez made a name for herself by representing
her home country of El Salvador.
She swam in the Central American and
Caribbean Games in 2006, 2009, and in 2010,
where she won three bronze medals.
She took home eight bronze medals at the
2010 Central American Games, which made
her the most decorated athlete out of all El
Salvadorans in the event.
Benitez also competed at the World
Championships in 2007 and 2009 and the Pan
American Games in 2007 and 2011.
During the summer, she swam at the
London Olympics and finished 33rd in the
800M freestyle.
“Making it to the Olympic games this year
was more than an accomplishment,” she said.
“It was a dream come true.”
Coach Rick Walker said he was introduced
to Benitez by her coach in El Salvador.
“He contacted me about her and with
her (swim) times, obviously, we were very
interested,” Walker said. “The more we
communicated back and forth through the
recruiting process, the more excited I was
because I felt that we were getting a quality
kid. Every day, she’s proved that it was one of
the best decisions I’ve ever made.”
Walker said Benitez is a well-rounded
individual who represents SIU well.
“She constantly remains to be an example of
what we view a Saluki as being,” he said. “She
is a real fighter and you’ll never hear a peep out
of her. She is a quiet leader.”
Benitez said out of all the colleges she was in
contact with, SIU stood out the most.
She said it was a difficult transition to make.
“At the beginning, it was hard,” she said.
“It was like coming to a new world. I just
remember it being so cold. As soon as I came
here, though, everyone was really nice to me.
Being a part of the team is my favorite part
about being here.”
Since becoming a Saluki, Benitez has
dominated.
She won 12 straight events after finishing

TIFFANY BLANCHETTE | DAILY EGYPTIAN

Junior swimmer Pamela Benitez swims freestyle Sept. 21 during the Saluki Miler at Edward J. Shea Natatorium. Benitez won
the miler and continued to win the Sept. 22 Open Water 5K at Campus Lake. Benitez returned to SIU this fall and dominated in
many intermediate and long-distance events after she qualified for the 2012 London Olympics 800-meter freestyle and finished
second in her heat and 33rd overall for her home country of El Salvador.
fourth in her first competition during the
spring 2012 season. At the Missouri Valley
Conference Championships, she placed in the
top three in all the events she competed in.
In the fall 2012 season, she continued her
brisk progression as a Saluki swimmer.
Benitez, who typically swims mid-distance
events, started off the year with wins in both
the Saluki Miler and Open Water 5K.
Since then, she has won five of the 10
combined individual and relay events in which
she has competed.
Benitez also had a strong showing at the
USA Winter National Championships in
November. She finished the 200-yard freestyle
with a time of 1:51.06, which put her in 43rd
place out of 58 swimmers.
Senior Melissa Larocque said she expects
Benitez to break some school records before

her time at SIU is through.
“Pamela is really valuable for us,” she said.
“There’s not one practice where she’s slacking
or behind. She always swims well, and even
when she’s not, she manages to work hard and
get something out of it.”
Larocque said although Benitez is typically
soft spoken, she can be more vocal when she
is comfortable.
“She’s really quiet, but when she’s out of her
shell and knows you well, she is super funny
and a little dorky,” she said. “It catches you
off guard.”
Senior Csaba Gercsak, who also competed
at the 2012 Olympic games in London, said
Benitez takes care of business.
“She’s a hard worker,” he said. “She just
focuses on the stuff she needs to do in the pool
and at school.”

Benitez said she will attempt to swim in the
2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.
After her college career is over, Benitez, a
marketing major, said she wants to get a job
and maintain her swimming career.
“I cannot stay away from the water,” she
said. “I’ll do everything possible to get both my
swimming and non-swimming goals balanced.”
Walker said he sees Benitez leading a
productive and happy life, just as she has done
so far at SIU.
“She has allowed our program to take her
further than she thought she could go, and
our program has allowed her to take us further
than we thought we could go.”
Alex Rostowsky can be reached at
arostowsky@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 269.

Texas A&M redshirt freshman quarterback Johnny Manziel became the first freshman ever to win the Heisman Award this year. If you could vote for this year’s Heisman finalist, who
would you vote for and why?
Manziel was a legitimate star in his first year and is worthy of winning the Heisman, but my vote woud have gone to Manti Te’o. This year’s Notre Dame defense
was the most dominant unit in all of college football. Te’o was the guy who clogged the hole on running plays and went back in coverage on passing plays against
some of college football’s quickest receivers. Notre Dame would have been a three- or four-loss team with absolutely no shot at a national title without him.
Alex Rostowsky

I have no problem with Manziel winning the award this year, but I would have voted for Notre Dame’s senior linebacker Manti Te’o. He anchored a dominant
Fighting Irish defense and was second in interceptions in the FBS. Te’o was the best player on either side of the ball against any opponent this season. His most
impressive attribute was his effort, which is something that cannot be measured in the stat column.

Demario Phipps-Smith

I consider Manziel the strongest candidate in a very weak Heisman class. Kansas State’s Collin Klein appeared as a legitimate contender early on, but he fell off as
the season progressed. Te’o finished 59th in the country with 101 tackles, and he managed only 1.5 sacks on the year. Both of these statistics fall short of my idea of a
defensive Heisman candidate. “Johnny Football” deserves this award, though I don’t think he would have been a finalist in most other years.
Ben Conrady

